
What are Citizens of the World schools? 

CWC schools are academically challenging, free public schools where students of diverse 
backgrounds learn at high levels and grow into caring and responsible citizens of the world.  
We are proud to be the first national school network in the country that is mixed-income and 
mixed-race.  

Our talented principals and teachers create safe learning environments where students 
master critical thinking skills and learn how to engage respectfully and productively with fellow 
students, forming meaningful relationships that transcend cultural divides.  This learning 
environment allows our students to achieve better academic results and provides a powerful 
advantage in life. 

We are proud that Citizens of the World Hollywood had a state academic performance index 
score of 912 in 2012-2013, putting it in the top 6% of all LAUSD schools.  Families submitted over 
550 applications for 64 Kindergarten seats for the 2014-2015 school year. 

Where are Citizens of the World schools located?  CWC schools are located in places where 
parents are demanding academically challenging schools that also reflect the full diversity 
of their neighborhoods.  As of the 2014-2015, CWC has five schools serving over 1,300 
students, including: 

• Three in Los Angeles serving some 960 children (CWC Hollywood opened in 2010, CWC 
Silver Lake opened in 2012, and CWC Mar Vista in 2013).

• Two in New York serving some 380 children (CWC Williamsburg and CWC Crown Heights 
opened in Brooklyn in 2013).

Each CWC school is different and reflects the interests and needs of its community. 

When other communities are interested in CWC schools, how does CWC decide where to 
expand?  Our parents want excellent public school options where children of all backgrounds 
learn together at high levels. Since the first CWC school opened in 2010, many families outside 
the CWC community have also asked for the same option for their children.   

Our priority is to run great public schools that serve our students and families.  When we 
receive interest from parents, community leaders and policymakers from other areas, we 
consider expanding if we believe a new school would:  1) meet the high academic quality 
bar set by our original schools and 2) adhere with integrity to the fundamental principle that 
children of all backgrounds learn more and learn better when they learn together. Within 



those broad parameters, CWC schools have the freedom to develop their own offerings that 
best meet the interests and needs of their community.  

Who is behind CWC schools?  Parents, educators and philanthropists joined together to found 
the first CWC school in Hollywood, Calif. in 2010.  Inspired by the potential of high-achieving 
charter schools to dramatically enhance young people’s lives, successful film and television 
producer Mark Gordon and veteran educator Kriste Dragon sought to create a new charter 
school in Los Angeles with an emphasis on service learning. 

Previously, Dragon had been an early parent leader and board member of Larchmont 
Charter School, an integrated school that consistently ranks among the best schools 
academically in L.A.  Recognizing that Larchmont’s success could be replicated in other 
neighborhoods, Gordon, Dragon, and a broad coalition of parents, educators and 
community members created CWC Schools’ flagship location in Hollywood.  

From there, a growing community coalition developed around the first school, joined by Chris 
Forman and Cam Starrett, longtime philanthropists and passionate advocates for strong public 
schools.  The second CWC school opened in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles in 
September 2012, and parents and community members in New York City and Mar Vista paved 
the way for new CWC schools that opened in 2013. 

What is the Citizens of the World network?  Individual CWC schools are able to access the 
resources and knowledge of a national school network, while retaining critically important 
power to make the vast majority of decisions – regarding curriculum, instruction, budget and 
staffing – at the local community level. 

CWC Schools and our parents share the interest in making sure that the fundamental values of 
being a CWC school – valuing academic excellence, the ability for children of all 
backgrounds to learn together, and community building – are present in every school.  

We also share the interest of our parents and teachers in making sure that each school has 
adequate resources and can operate efficiently, so that as many resources as possible get to 
the classroom level. 

   www.citizensoftheworld.org
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